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The final details for the 2013 Annual Conference are 
almost finished, the boxes are getting packed, and the ban-
ners are printed, as well as the conference handouts.  Now 
all that is left is to worry about what we forgot. The one 
thing I hope you did not forget is to register for the confer-
ence.  This conference has continued to grow over the past 
several years and this year is no exception.  Several years 
ago the TAIA Board made major changes to the confer-
ence’s format by listening to what our members wanted.  
Companies wanted to get together in January to meet with 
customers and staffs to finalize plans for the year.  These 
changes to the conference have been very successful as the 
conference continues to grow in size.  A dealer who has 
attended the conference for last several years, commented 
that this is one of most important meetings he attends 
each year for his business.  When asked why more dealers 
do not attend the conference, his comment was “I do not 
think they know how much business is conducted at this 
conference, but I hope my competition does not figure out 
how important this conference is for my business.”

We are very excited to have Dr. Bryan Shaw, Chairman 
of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as 
our guest speaker for our business meeting on Thursday 
morning.  We plan to have an early morning coffee before 
the breakfast to meet with Dr. Shaw. Do not miss this great 
opportunity to meet with the Chairman.

TAIA would like to thank all the sponsors for helping 
make this a very successful conference and PotashCorp 
for stepping up to be a reception sponsor.  TAIA would 
also like the thank the companies that have meeting rooms 
for making this conference an important meeting for our 
industry business.

Go to page 6 to view the Annual Conference Sponsors
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President’s Comments
It is time for the Annual Conference again and it is very exciting to see how the conference has grown and changed in 
the last ten years.  Ten years ago the conference brought in speakers, offered continuing educational programs and was 
very similar to our regional meetings.  As companies began to see this conference as a great opportunity to meet with 
their staffs and customers the attendance at the speaker sessions dwindled and we began to see little meetings in the hotel 
restaurant and companies starting getting suites to have their own meetings.  The TAIA Board began to notice how poor 
the attendance was at the general meetings, and decided we needed to change our conference to accomplish what the 
companies actually wanted from the conference. Their decision to change the conference has had a very positive effect 
on attendance and in support the last couple of years. The Crowne Plaza Hotel in Addision has also been very positive 
for the conference with its great location  near the airports, its meeting room setup, and its location near so many great 
restaurants.  If you have not attended the conference in the last few years you will be surprised to see how it has become 
a business meeting that will could be very important for your business.

Continued Page 5

There’s a saying that “If you don’t like the weather in Texas, just give it five min-
utes and it’ll change.” In some form or fashion, this old saying applies to just about 
everything we do in agriculture. While in is in our “nature” to improve and expand 
our business, we continually adapt to change. We adapt to changing producer needs, 
governmental and regulatory rules and policies to name a few. I bring up this topic 
because a recent press release caught my attention.  
You may or may not recognize the name of Mark Lynas. Mr. Lynas is a UK-based 
author of three well-received books about the environment and was an early anti-GM 
activist, spending, as he puts it “several years ripping up GM crops” in the 1990s. 
In 2008, Mr. Lynas was unsparing in his criticism of GM food companies, calling 
their claims that GM crops could feed the world “outlandish” and dismissing argu-
ments that they could better cope with the impact of climate change “a new line in 
emotional blackmail".
So how does this relate to Texas weather changing?  
In a January 2013 lecture to the Oxford Farming Conference, Lynas detailed his con-
version from an organizer of the anti-GMO food movement in Europe to becoming a 
supporter of the technology. He admitted," in 2008, I was still penning screeds in the 
Guardian attacking the science of GM – even though

                                                         I had done no academic research on the topic, and had a pretty limited personal 
understanding. I don’t think I’d ever read a peer-reviewed paper on biotechnology or plant science." He apologized for 
engaging in vandalism of field trials of genetically engineered crops and rationalized his conversion stating, "anti-sci-
ence environmentalism became increasingly inconsistent with my pro-science environmentalism with regard to climate 
change." Lynas criticized organizations with which he was previously associated including Greenpeace and organic trade 
groups like the U.K. Soil Association for ignoring scientific facts about genetically modified crop safety and benefits 
because it conflicted with their ideologies and stated he was completely wrong to oppose GMOs.
Needless to say Mr. Lynas’ “changed” view of GMO crops has stirred the environmental community.  Time will tell as to 
how or if this will be impactful on our business.  
At the conclusion of the Annual Conference in Addison, a very rewarding year as Chairman of TAIA will come to an 
end. The members of this association are the leaders of agriculture in Texas and the Nation, and I feel privileged to be 
part of this association. I have truly enjoyed being the Chairman and working with a great group of dedicated board 
members. This is a great association that works hard for agriculture and has definite influence on changes that occur in 
our industry. Again, thanks for your support and I look forward to seeing everyone in Addison.
Regards,
John Oppelt



Winter Newsletter New Members

Individual Members

Dealers
Brown Fertilizer - Dennis Brown 

Texhoma Wheat Growers - Curtis Copley

McLain Pool - Eco-Drip Irrigation
Brad Lubbers - JBS Five Rivers Cattle Feeding

New Member Information
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Fast2Grow Joins TAIA
Company:
We are an American “green” manufacturing company that uses an innovative process to convert poultry manure into an 
effective, eco-friendly solution for both agriculture and horticulture communities. Together with our partners we have 
developed a proprietary technology that utilizes organic matter to produce a bio-stimulant that is simple to use, unique 
in plant growth nutrient composition, and at a very low cost for the consumer. Our offices are headquartered in Houston 
and our manufacturing facilities are located in East Texas. Our mission is simple: “To create an exceptional product 
which will present everyone with the Highest Yield, Highest Quality, and the Lowest Cost!”

Product:
Fast2Grow is an OMRI Listed, powerful bio-stimulant derived from a unique proprietary fermentation process, which 
utilizes naturally occurring complex MICROBIOLOGICAL combinations including bacterial and microbial inoculants, 
fermented for a prolong period of time using anaerobic conditions, extracted from poultry manure.  When applied in 
small quantities Fast2Grow enhances plant growth and development, helps to improve efficiency of plant nutrients. Our 
product’s primary effect comes from these microbiological organisms, which are present in our Bio-stimulant, and not 
from its essential plant nutrients content. But due to inherent biological origin Fast2Grow does contain macro-micro 
nutrients in small quantities such as Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium, Calcium, Sulfur, Magnesium, Iron, Zinc, Silicon, 
and Soluble Salts. Fast2Grow is an all-natural liquid concentrate and must be diluted with water and applied directly to 
plant foliage. Fast2Grow can be used independently or combined with fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides or fungicides 
in tank mixtures. Fast2Grow boost plant resistance to adverse environmental conditions and diseases. Expect significant 
increases in crop yield and nutritional value. Regular application of Fast2Grow provides an ecologically friendly way 
to stimulate and enhance plant growth. Usage rates of supplemental fertilizers can be lowered by up to 30% without 
impacting yield.

4100 Westheimer Road, Suite 260
Houston, TX 77027
Phone: 713.877.1217
Toll Free: 877.687.7448
www.Fast2Grow.com
Sales@Fast2Grow.com

Allied Member
Netafim USA - Jim Hunt, Jason Scheibel and Danny Sosebee
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WHEN IS A RELEASE SUBJECT TO THE TEXAS RISK REDUCTION 
PROGRAM (TRRP)?

Soil and groundwater at facilities where agricultural chemicals are manufactured, stored, or sold can become impacted 
due to accidental catastrophic releases or incremental releases over years of operation.  An initial investigation should be 
conducted when there is evidence that there may have been a release, or when there is a voluntary reason, such as a com-

mercial real estate transaction.  This investigation should consist of the following items:
• Identification of all potential source areas of the release(s); 
• Analysis of soil samples and groundwater samples, when required, for target chemicals of concern (COCs); and
• Complete the Tier 1 Ecological Exclusion Checklist, which determines if there are any ecological conditions that need to 
be considered.
If the investigation determines that a release has occurred, the facility must notify the Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality (TCEQ) and determine if the release is subject to Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) rules. 
The results of the initial investigation will lead to one of the following three scenarios, which will determine if your re-
lease is subject to TRRP:
• Scenario 1 – Target COC concentrations are not detected or are below background.  TRRP is not applicable and a report 
to the TCEQ is not required.
• Scenario 2 – Target COC concentrations are detected below action levels or background and the site passes the Tier 1 
Ecological Exclusion Checklist.  TRRP is not applicable - a report is submitted to the TCEQ that documents the investiga-
tion and provides justification for no further action.
• Scenario 3 - Target COC concentrations exceed action levels or background and/or the site does not pass the Tier 1 Eco-
logical Exclusion Checklist.  The release is subject to TRRP unless groundwater is not impacted and all affected soil can 
be excavated and properly disposed of within 60 days from the date the release was reported to TCEQ.
If the release is subject to TRRP, the rule requires that a soil and groundwater assessment be performed to determine the 
extent of soil and groundwater impact(s) associated with the identified release.

Martin Romanak
Cardno ATC

Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C. Is Pleased to Announce That 
  
David J. Klein Has become a Principal with the Firm

David Klein, a member of the Firm’s Water and Districts Practice Groups, helps municipalities, 
water districts, water authorities, water utilities, and landowners throughout Texas with their 
water rights, water quality, and utility service interests. He also assists municipalities with their 
oil and gas needs. Before joining the Firm in 2006, David worked at the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, specializing in water rights, water utility permitting, water utility rates, 
and district matters. He earned his Bachelor of Arts from the University of Texas in Austin and 
his Doctor of Jurisprudence from The John Marshall Law School in Chicago, Illinois. Cur-
rently, David serves as Chair of the Education Committee for the State Bar Environmental and 
Natural Resources Law Section, and he is also a Co-Director for the State Bar’s Changing Face 
of Water Rights Course. He participates in the publication of the Texas Environmental Law Journal as the editor of the 
Federal Casenotes Section. David also contributes as a member of  the Austin Bar Association, American Water Works 
Association, and Capital Area Suburban Exchange, and he is a Friend of the Dell Children’s Trust of Central Texas. While 
David is originally from Dallas, he and his family have made Austin their home for over a decade.  
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Continued President’s Comments 
 
Last week the Eighty-Sixth Session of the Texas Legislature was called into session. All indications are that the big four 
issues for the session will be the budget, school finance, medicare and water. In my opinion water will be the toughest 
issue of the four. I am sure there will be several bills filed on how Texas will deal with water, but I am sure that agricul-
ture’s water use will be addressed in the majority of those bills. We already saw last year and will most likely see again 
this year that there will not be any water for rice production on the lower Colorado River. I hope the legislature will look 
at a plan that will cut all water uses and not place the entire burden on agriculture.    

2012 was a great year for TAIA with continued support for all our events from our members.

Donnie Dippel

Old Friend. New Look.  

Earlier this year, ATC Associates Inc. completed a merger with Cardno Ltd., a Brisbane, Australia based international 
infrastructure company. On October 1, 2012, we will become Cardno ATC. As we join the Cardno family of companies, 
our knowledge base and networking capacity will increase exponentially, while our dedication to professionalism and 
excellent service will remain the same. 

Lisa Jackson, Head of EPA, Resigns Post 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, who pushed through the most sweeping regulation on air pollution in two decades, 
announced this past week that she will resign her post shortly after President Obama’s State of the Union address next 
month. Outspoken on issues including climate change and the need to protect poor communities from experiencing a dis-
proportionate amount of environmental harm, Jackson pressed for limits on emissions from coal-fired power plants and 
on dumping mining waste into streams and rivers near mines. The slew of rules the EPA enacted over the past four years 
included the first greenhouse-gas standards for vehicles, cuts in mercury and other toxic pollution from power plants and 
a tighter limit on soot. Many congressional Republicans and business groups claimed Jackson was waging a “war on 
coal,” but according to EPA staff she was considered a hero to the environmental community.

New Courses Developed for Grain Handling Facilities

The Grain and Feed Association of Illinois (GFAI) and the Asmark Institute have partnered to provide a series of high-
quality, hands-on training to the personnel within the agricultural industry who handle grain. Beginning in the first quar-
ter of 2013, two courses in the new series will be offered at the new Agricenter training complex located in Bloomington, 
Illinois. John Lee, Director of Safety, Health & Environmental Services for GFAI, will be the lead instructor for the new 
courses.  W elco m e t o th e Grain I ndus try will be a basic one-day course geared to the needs of employees new to 
the grain industry and will cover OSHA's grain handling standard along with demonstrations and scenarios designed to  
reinforce  the  message  of  safety.  Safe  Grain  H an dlin g Opera tio ns will be a two-day course that immerses the par-
ticipant in an environment that is as close to real as possible.  This intermediate course is designed for experienced grain 
handling personnel and uses a variety of demonstrations, equipment and scenarios to exercise the participant's existing 
capacity to reflect on the safety issues they have encountered and engages them to apply their knowledge and skills to 
find workable solutions.  Final preparations are currently underway and more information, including registration, will be 
available in the days to come.
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A and L Plains Ag Labs 
Agrium 

Agrium Advanced Technologies 
Albaugh, Inc. 

American Plant Food 
AMVAC

ASMARK 
BASF

Bayer Crop Science
Boyd’s Equipment
Capital Farm Credit

Cardno ATC
CF Industries

ChemNut
CHS Crop Nutrients

Crop Production Services 
Dow AgroSciences 

DuPont
El Dorado Chemical Company 

Equalizer
FMC Corporation

Gowan USA 
Heartland Tank Services 

Helena
Intrepid Potash, Inc.

J. R. Simplot 
Koch 

Martin Resources 

Annual Conference Sponsors

PotashCorp Reception Sponsor

Monsanto 
Mosaic 

Nichino America Inc.  
Novozymes Bio Ag 

Poole Chemical 
PotashCorp

Servi-Tech Labs Inc.  
Specialty Fertilizer Products 

Syngenta 
Tessenderlo Kerley 
Transammonia Inc. 

United Agricultural Cooperative,  Inc.  
Warren Cat
Wilbur- Ellis

Winfield

Don’t Forget To Bid On Great 
Silent Auction Items To Support 

The  
FACT Fund And  

Scholarship Program



2012 Officers
Chairman
John Oppelt, Castroville

Vice Chairman
Scott Piercy, Poole Chemical Co., Lubbock

Secretary/Treasurer
Jimmy Schulz, United Agricultural Cooperative, El Campo
 
Immediate Past Chairman
Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Bishop

Executive Committee Member
Noble Laminack, Bayer CropScience, San Angelo
Executive Committee Member
Don Barry, AM-AG, Edinburg
Executive Committee Member
Darin Hofferichter, Wilbur-Ellis Co., China Springs

2012 Board of Directors
Dealer / Distributors 
Alan Pitts, Truth Chemical Co., Abernathy
Tommy Brandenberger, Simplot Grower Solutions 
Darin Hofferichter, Wilbur-Ellis Co., China Springs
Don Barry, AM-AG, Edinburg
Linda Hlavinka, Helena Chemical Co., East Bernard
Brad Locke, Crop Production Services, College Station
Tony Savage, Helena Chemical Co., Bardwell
Jimmy Schulz, United Agricultural Cooperative, El Campo
Todd Smith, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Round Top
Jason Veesart, ChemNut, Lubbock
Cord Willms, Terral Seeds, El Campo 

Manufacturers
Bob Fisherkeller, BASF Corp., Hurst
Charlie Grymes, DuPont Ag Products, Inez 
Noble Laminack, Bayer CropScience, San Angelo
Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Bishop
Ken Mull, Agrium Advanced Technologies, Lubbock
John Oppelt, Castroville
Scott Piercy, Poole Chemical Co., Lubbock
Larry Unruh, American Plant Food, Galena Park

Allied Industries
Scot Coleman, A&L Plains Ag Lab, Lubbock
Doug Heck, Warren Cat, Lubbock

TAIA Leadership
2012 Committee Leaders
Administration Committee
Ch: Tommy Brandenberger, Simplot Gower Solutions  
Co: Scott Johnson, Intrepid Potash, Denver, CO  

Communications Committee
Ch: John Oppelt, Castroville  
Co: James Nichols, SureGrow Ag Prod., Tyler

Conference Committee
Ch: Linda Hlavinka, Helena Chemical Co., East Bernard
Co: John Oppelt, Castroville

Governmental Affairs Committee
Ch: Randy Stephens, SureGrow Ag Prod., Comanche  
Co: Todd Smith, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Round Top

Membership/Marketing Committee 
Ch: Mark Hebert, Simplot Grower Solutions, Hempstead              
Co: Scott Johnson, Intrepid Potash, Denver, CO

Nominating Committee
Ch: Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Bishop
Co: Mark Hebert, Simplot Grower Solutions, Hempstead

Regional Committees

Dumas Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Ken Mull, Agrium Advanced Technologies. Lubbock  
Co: David Reinart, Better Harvest, Inc. Dumas

El Campo Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Linda Hlavinka, Helena Chemical Co,, East Bernard
Co: Dave Hermann, Helena Chemical Co., East Bernard  

Lubbock Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Scot Coleman, A & L Plains Ag Lab., Lubbock
Co: Justin Bellar, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Littlefield

Rio Grande Valley Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Juan Zamora, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Edinburg
Co: Rick Hernandez, Bayer CropScience., Edinburg

Salado Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Justin Allen, Helena Chemical Co., Rosebud
Co: Mike Donegan, El Dorado Chemical Co., Rockwall 
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TAIA MEMBERS 

Have You Registered for the Annual 
Conference?

Have You Paid Your 
2013 Dues?

Have You Asked Someone to Join 
TAIA?
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January 29 -30, 2013 
CCA Exam Training 

Lubbock, TX 

February 1, 2013 
CCA Exam 

Lubbock, TX

January 22 - 24, 2013 
TAIA Annual Conference 

Addison,TX  


