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Benny Martinez Passes the 

Gavel to John Oppelt 
2011 Chairman Benny Martinez passed the 
gavel to John Oppelt who was elected by 
the board as the new Chairman for 2012 at 
the January meeting in Addison. Please read 
John’s first article as chairman on the next 
page. Scott Piercy was chosen as the Vice-
Chairman, and Jimmy Schulz as Secretary/
Treasurer.

Chairman Oppelt selected Don Barry, Darin 
Hofferichter, and Noble Laminack to serve 
on the Executive Committee

At the Business Meeting on Thursday, 
Jimmy Schulz and Sean Wells were elected 
to their second three year terms on the board.  
Those elected to the board for their first 
three year terms were Charlie Grymes with 
DuPont Ag Products, Noble Laminack with 
Bayer CropScience and Alan Pitts with Truth 
Chemical.

2012 Annual Conference 

The 2012 Annual Conference received positive check marks on all the 
things we look at when determining if the conference was success-
ful. More companies reserved meeting rooms, we had more company 
sponsors, the attendance was up, and a big plus was having more 
dealers attend the conference. We received one negative comment that 
could be actually looked at as positive comment for the conference 
from companies with meeting rooms. They did not have enough time 
to meet with all the groups that wanted to meet with them. The TAIA 
board is already researching the possibility of adding an additional 
day for company meetings at the 2013 Annual Conference scheduled 
for January 22-24, 2013. We have also worked with several compa-
nies that had scheduling problems this year to establish a date that will 
work better for them.  Do not miss this great opportunity to meet one-
on-one with companies that provide products for our industry, meet 
new customers, and network with individuals in our association.     
     
At the Annual Conference Business Meeting we were once again 
honored to have the Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples as 
our guest speaker. Commissioner Staples talked about how Texas will 
be a big part in the world’s agriculture future and how the economy of 
Texas leads the nation during the ongoing recession.  

Chairman Benny Martinez, in his state of the association address, 
discussed how TAIA continues to grow in membership and member 
involvement. For example, this last year the TAIA Summer Meeting 
had the most participation ever.  He discussed how the members at the 
Summer Meeting developed and the board adopted new Vision and 
Mission Statements that will help the association move forward and 
accomplish more for the ag industry. Benny complimented the board 
on its hard work and its great vision to help our association grow. 
During the Business Meeting several individuals and companies were 
recognized for their accomplishments in 2011.  

Member of the Year – Mark Hebert
Company of the Year – Intrepid Potash
Environmentally Conscious Award – Gatefront LLC
Educator of the Year – Dr. Peter Dotray
Honorary Lifetime Member – Harry Bauerschlag

Also Mark Hebert and James Hopkins were recognized as outgoing 
board members for serving six years on the board.
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Chairman's Comments 

President's Comments

It is with sincerity and appreciation that I serve as the 2012 Chairman of the Board 
of the Texas Ag Industries Association (TAIA). This is a vital organization led by a 
visionary board of directors with support from a strong membership base and a dedi-
cated staff.

TAIA has long been a very influential agricultural association at the state and national 
levels and this coming year will be no exception. This past year, the forward-thinking 
mindset of our membership and organization’s leaders became most evident to me 
through our strategic planning process. While TAIA had many accomplishments over 
the past several years, we recognized that our industry and the world were changing 
quickly. It was time for us to figure out what our strategy for success would be.  

Last summer, we gathered at our annual summer conference and began the process to 
evaluate our strengths and weaknesses and determine the trends and issues that most 
impact our industry. The insights of our membership proved to be extremely valuable 
as TAIA’s board of directors and several past Chairmen met to discuss these ideas fur-
ther and develop a new long-term strategic plan. As the result of our strategic planning 
meeting, we identified several initiative areas that TAIA should focus on over the next 
several years: public policy advocacy, member services and development, membership 
expansion and recruitment, increased interaction with other state and national associa-
tions, technology adoption, and image enhancement of the agriculture industry. As 
part of this strategy we have made great progress to define and simplify our vision and 
mission statements so they reflect the core beliefs of our association. 

The TAIA Vision Statement:
To be the Premier Agricultural Industry Association for Texas.

The TAIA Mission Statement:
The TAIA advocates, influences, educates and provides services to support its members in their quest to foster a  

sustainable business environment while being productive stewards of agriculture.

As we begin this season, please take time to reflect on what’s important to you as a member of TAIA and how we can help 
you accomplish these goals while keeping the spirit of the new TAIA Vision and Mission statements and the initiatives 
we’ve sited. As board members, we are here to assist each of you in benefiting from this organization as much as possible.   
Your success equals TAIA’s success. 

Respectfully,

John Oppelt
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I hope everyone who attended the 2012 Annual Conference had a good experience and made a lot of valuable contacts. If 
you were not able to attend I, hope you put January 22 – 24, 2013 on your calendar. It was great to see the number of deal-
ers that attended this year’s conference which indicates to me someone is talking about the value of attending.  
During the next couple of months the Regional Planning Committees will be meeting to set up the programs for the 2012 
Regional Meetings that begin in September.  These educational meetings are a very important part of our association, and 
we hope you will contact your committee chairman for the dates of the planning meeting.  The meeting agenda is based 
on the topics that are important in specific regions. The more people that attend the planning committee meeting, the more 
good ideas we will have for topics and speakers.   
There are a lot of things going on at EPA. We just received word that EPA denied the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil’s request filed November 2008 to cancel all product registrations and revoke all tolerances for 2,4-D.  But there many 
other items that are being looked at like the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits, the Pesticide 
Registration Improvement Act, Pesticide Spray Drift, and the Endangered Species Act Consultations for Pesticides just to 
name a few items on the front burner.   



Spring Newsletter New Members

Individual Members

Manufacturer
Nachurs Alpine Solutions / Larry Wilde / Christie Werner  
/ Joe Sands 
Novozymes BioAg Inc. / Gene Maulding
Stoller USA / Richard Woodward

Dealer
Stephens Feed & Fertilizer / Ernest Escamilla

Allied
Agdia /  John Spratlin
SGS North America / Kalyn Brix

Jeff Posey / Martin Resources 
John Nienhisere & Clegg Smith / Syngenta 

Randal Rakowitz / Texas AgriLife Extenstion
Clay Hoelting / Tri-Star Chemical

Trey Winborn / American Plant Food
Jerry Montgomery / Americot, Inc. 

Kryl Boedeker/ DuPont/Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl. 
Jeff Miller / DuPont/Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl.

Stoller USA Joins TAIA 
Stoller USA, Inc. and the Stoller Group is celebrating over 40 years in agribusiness. With proprietary technology in plant 
nutrition, plant growth regulation and genetic expression, Stoller USA, Inc. is a leader in products for plant health and 
yield enhancement. Three manufacturing facilities in North American and a centrally located headquarters in Houston, 
TX provide products and product support for domestic and international agriculture in more than 60 countries. Stoller 
is actively engaged in basic and applied research dedicated to developing and extending advances in plant physiology 
to modern, production agriculture. Learn more about the Stoller Group: www.Stollerusa.com or contact: Richard Wood-
ward 713-461-1493 x338 or rwoodward@stollerusa.com

News From the Industry
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Howard Wittig Retires
PotashCorp’s Howard Wittig, a fertilizer industry veteran who provided more than 40 years of service to his Texas cus-
tomers, will retire effective April 1, 2012.
Wittig, a Regional Sales Manager for the world’s largest fertilizer company, was well known for his extensive knowl-
edge about the benefits of potash, phosphate and nitrogen fertilizers to Texas soils.
“I’ve had a blessed career,” said Wittig. “My customers became my close friends, and helping them succeed was an an-
nual reward.”
Filling Wittig’s shoes will be Bart Hunt, Southwest Regional Manager for PotashCorp.  Hunt brings 27 years of fertilizer 
experience to Texas, and an established reputation not unlike Wittig’s.
“It’s all about the customer,” emphasized Hunt. “Providing good service, product expertise and 24/7 access is how you 
establish win-win relationships with customers.”
Hunt can be reached at 800-325-8851, or by e-mail at bbhunt@portshcorp.com.

Crop Protection Services Uvalde Location Wins  
Environmental Respect Award

Congratulations to the CPS  locations at Uvalde, TX and Hatch, NM for winning the State Environmental Respect 
Awards.  Each state winner will recieve the distinctive Environmental Respect Award personalized crystal sculpture, a 
statewide press campaign geared toward select print and broadcast media, and a  public relations kit. State winners will 
also complete for regional awards.
The Environmental Respect Awards are the agricultural industry’s highest recognition for environmental stewardship 
among U.S. agricultural retailers, those who serve farmers and ranchers with the nutrients, pest control and agronomic 
information critical to effective crop production.
A panel of industry experts gathers each year to recognize achievement in environmental stewardship, professional ex-
cellence, and community involvement. The winners above won the award based on evidence of excellence in site design, 
in-plant storage and handling procedures, emergency preparedness and response, proper application and leadership in 
safety and stewardship among customers and employees. 



Dow AgroSciences Introduces New Standard in Mesquite Control
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently granted to Dow AgroSciences a registration for new SENDERO™ 
herbicide to control mesquite. The product will be available in April 2012, the company said.
SENDERO is the first new mesquite herbicide to reach the market since the company released RECLAIM® herbicide in 
1987.
For 25 years, RECLAIM herbicide tank-mixed with REMEDY® herbicide (later REMEDY ULTRA herbicide) has been 
the predominant mesquite treatment used on millions of acres. Company officials now expect SENDERO to replace the 
tank mix as the treatment of choice. Like the original standard, SENDERO is labeled for aerial, ground broadcast and 
foliar individual plant treatments.
“There’s no question that SENDERO is now the best mesquite treatment available,” said Dave Owens, Range and Pas-
ture portfolio marketing leader for Dow AgroSciences. “In trials, it has delivered both better and more consistent control 
than the previous standard.”
In a series of aerial trials, SENDERO™ herbicide consistently posted control more than 10 percentage points better than 
the tank mix of RECLAIM and REMEDY ULTRA used in the same trial.[i] The trials were funded by Dow AgroScienc-
es and conducted by range specialists within Texas AgriLife Extension Service.
In those aerial trials, SENDERO averaged 76 percent rootkill two years after treatment compared to 64 percent for the 
RECLAIM/REMEDY Ultra tank mix.[ii] 
Perhaps more important, company officials said, mesquite control with SENDERO was nearly 40 percent more consist-
ent than that from the old tank mix of RECLAIM plus REMEDY ULTRA.[iii]
In addition to mesquite, SENDERO controls many species of broadleaf weeds and provides soil residual activity to 
control many later-emerging broadleaf species for weeks after treatment. Beyond the first season, there is no long-term 
forb shock from the herbicide which means both livestock and wildlife can benefit from the lasting effects of mesquite 
control with SENDERO. 
SENDERO™ herbicide does not harm desirable grasses, so native grass recovery can be as fast as environmental condi-
tions allow.
SENDERO combines two molecules discovered and developed by Dow AgroSciences for use on rangeland and pas-
tures: aminopyralid and clopyralid. Aminopyralid is one of the ingredients in both GRAZONNEXT® HL herbicide and 
CHAPARRAL™ herbicide. Both products have proven effective in weed control and brush suppression. Clopyralid is 
the single active ingredient in RECLAIM® herbicide.
Success with SENDERO still depends on proper application, Dow AgroSciences experts emphasized. Those include 
timing with carbohydrate movement in the mesquite plant, leaf condition, soil temperature and growing conditions.
For more information on new SENDERO herbicide, contact your Dow AgroSciences representative or Dow Agro-
Sciences Customer Information at 1-800-263-1196. 
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DuPont Fontelis Fungicide Receives Federal Registration!
DuPont is pleased to announce that the Environmental Protection Agency has granted Federal Section 3 registration ap-
proval for DuPontT FontelisT fungicide.
FontelisT will help growers improve both the quantity and the quality of a variety of crops such as almonds, apples, 
cherries, peaches, peanuts and vegetables, when faced with a wide range of economically impactful diseases
and unexpected challenges.
FontelisT will give growers superior protection from fungal diseases and excellent crop safety along with application 
flexibility. Fruit, vegetable, peanut and other specialty crop growers now have a new tool to help them produce higher 
yields with enhanced quality, despite soilborne and foliar disease threats.
FontelisT fungicide delivers broader-spectrum coverage for fast-acting and long-lasting protection that's preventive and 
curative. Effective at low use rates, growers are given the option to use a labeled rate that best fits their target crop and 
disease concerns.
By offering a new active ingredient, DuPontT FontelisT delivers strong, reliable control of difficult diseases such as 
Botrytis, powdery mildew, leaf spot and Rhizoctonia. Research has shown that FontelisT helps reduce disease incidence, 
and as a result increases yields and provides higher-quality produce, compared to other fungicide programs.
A Texas state labels has been received and more state registrations are pending. To learn more about DuPontT FontelisT 
please contact any DuPont Sales Representative for details and availabilty or visit cropprotection.dupont.com.



New Roles for Three DuPont Employees
Jack LeClair has accepted a new role as DuPont  Range and Pasture Specialist  for the improved pasture area of the I-35 
corridor. Jack has had many roles in a long career serving Texas agriculture. Previous roles included research and de-
velopment with Chevron and DuPont, market and proprietary product development for United Ag Products,  range and 
pasture specialist for DuPont, and sales representative for DuPont.Jack will be instrumental in the promotion of current 
and future DuPont R&P offerings.

Gerald Hobson has accpeted a new role as a DuPont Range and Pasture Specialist . Geralds territory will be the brush 
(mesquite ) geography of TX and NM. Gerald has 35 years of sales and product development experience with DuPont.  
Gerald will play a key role in promoting existing DuPont R&P offerings as well as the development of exciting new 
R&P products for mesquite and broadleaf weed control markets.

David Stichler has accepted a reassignment from the Texas high plains to central Texas. David, Christie and Leah will 
relocate to China Springs,Tx.  David's new sales territory will be from Hwy 290 to I-20. David brings varied sales expe-
rience with Griffin, UPI , DuPont and others. David and family are excited about their move to central Texas.

Thank-You Howard
Texas Ag Industries Association sincerely recognizes Howard Wittig for his active involvement in the association and his 
six years on the board. We could always call Howard when we needed something done and committees benefitted from 
his participation. He was always involved in TAIA activities bringing in new members and helping the association grow 
with great ideas he worked hard to implement. For his hard work, Howard was awarded the member of the year in 1997. 
Howard’s employer, PotashCorp, received Company of the Year in 2002. Howard, a heartfelt thank-you for all you have 
done, and we look forward to still having your input and visiting with you. Enjoy your well-deserved retirement!
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Associate Added
Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C. is pleased to 
announce that Shauna N. Fitzsimmons has become Asso-
ciated with the Firm. Shauna Fitzsimmons is a member of 
the Firm's Water Practice Group. Shauna's practice focus-
es primarily on groundwater and surface water permitting 
and management. Shauna represents groundwater conser-
vation districts, municipalities, public and private water 
utilities, and landowners in matters involving regulation 
and planning, water rights, water quality, water resource 
development and transactions, service area disputes, rates, 
litigation, and board governance. Shauna attended the 
University of Texas at Austin, where she earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Corporate Communications. Shauna 
received her Doctor of Jurisprudence from the Texas Tech 

School of Law, where she served as 
Articles Editor for the Texas Tech 
Law Review. She is a member of the 
State Bar of Texas (Environmental 
and Natural Resources Law Section), 
the Austin Bar Association, and the 
Austin Young Lawyers Association. 
Shauna is a native of San Antonio. 

FMC New Southern Regional  
Business Manager

FMC Corporation announces the addition of Bob Lusby 
to the North American Crop sales team as the new south-
ern region business manager. Lusby has worked with 
FMC for 35 years, most recently as a strategic account 
executive. 
“Bob has a long history of producing results and brings 
a wealth of experience, diverse skillset and high level of 
enthusiasm to the southern region," said Mark Frerichs, 
FMC Agricultural Products group director of sales. “He 
will be a compliment to the team as we continue to focus 
on customer interaction and launching new products 
in the south." During his time at FMC, Lusby has held 
numerous positions. As strategic account executive, he led 
the Tenkoz, Helena, CPS and Chem Nut accounts during 
a period of record sales growth. He also 
worked in marketing and sales manage-
ment with roles as product and district 
sales manager and has an extensive 
background in supply chain working at 
the plant and corporate levels. Lusby 
holds a bachelor’s degree in chemistry 
from the University of Maryland and an 
MBA from the University of Baltimore.
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A & L Plains Ag Labs 
Agrium 
Albaugh 

American Plant Food 
AMVAC 

ASMARK 
BASF 

Bayer CropScience 
Boyd’s Equipment 

Capital Farm Credit 
ChemNut 

CF Industries 
CHS 

Crop Production Services 
Dow AgroSciences 

DuPont                                                          
El Dorado Chemical Company 

Equalizer 
FMC 

Gowan USA 
Heartland Tank 

Intrepid

2012 Annual Conference and Business Meeting Sponsors
Reception Sponsor - Helena Chemical Company

Simplot Agribusiness 
Koch Nitrogen 

Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle and Townsend, P. C. 
Magnablend Inc. 
Martin Resources 

Monsanto 
Mosaic 

Nichino America Inc. 
Oro Agri 

Poole Chemical Co. Inc. 
PotashCorp 
Rhizogen 
ServiTech 

Specialty Fertilizer 
Syngenta 

Tank Builders 
Transammonia 

Tessenderlo Kerley 
United Phosphorus Inc. 

Yargus 
Wilbur-Ellis Co. 

Winfield Solutions

Progressive Growers take the stage at  
Stoller’s 2012 Commodity Classic Booth

Show traffic was backed up and the aisles congested around the StollerUSA booth last week at the 2012 Commodity 
Classic in Nashville. Most of the excitement centered around the progressive growers that met with farm broadcaster 
Pam Jahnke to share their 2011 growing season experiences.
State and National Corn and Soybean Contest Growers participated in the fun and informative format that covered a 
variety of topics. Growers involved in the Q&A Interview sessions included:
 

“We were very pleased that these innovative farmers were willing to talk about their operations,” shared Marketing Di-
rector Jeff Morgan. “These are busy guys. And the fact that they take the time to reach out to other growers by sharing 
their ideas on enhancing crop production says a lot. Farmers like hearing from farmers and the size of the crowds that 
gathered around our booth confirmed that!”
All of the progress growers shared information they have learned about Bio-Forge can offset the effects of stress and 
maintain yields.. The discussion included insight on how the technology was applied and benefits experienced from us-
ing Bio-Forge and other Stoller products.  In addition the farmers shared some of the unique challenges farmers face in 
their regions. Discussions included everything from the 2011 late plant issues, to water availability and the challenges of 
farming near major metropolitan areas. 
“These are real Ag-Vocates,” explained Dr. Wayne Smith, General Manager of StollerUSA. “Their innovation goes 
beyond crop production to stewardship of the land and building a bright future for agriculture as an industry. We are 
honored that they participated in the Stoller forum focusing on the positive aspects of today’s agriculture.” 
Learn more about these progressive growers and their accomplishments at www.stollerusa.com/progressivegrowers .

•   Jim Hilton, ME
•   Sam Santini, NJ
•   Ken Dalenberg, IL
•   Jason Watson, IL
•   Joel Armistead, KY

•   Kip Cullers, MO
•   Dave Hula, VA
•   Randy Dowdy, GA
•   Donny Carpenter, TX
•   Perry Galloway, AR



2012 Officers
Chairman
John Oppelt, Castroville

Vice Chairman
Scott Piercy, Poole Chemical Co., Lubbock

Secretary/Treasurer
Jimmy Schulz, United Agricultural Cooperative, El Campo
 
Immediate Past Chairman
Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Bishop

Executive Committee Member
Noble Laminack, Bayer CropScience, San Angelo
Executive Committee Member
Don Barry, Winfield Solutions, Edinburg
Executive Committee Member
Darin Hofferichter, Wilbur-Ellis Co., China Springs

2012 Board of Directors
Dealer / Distributors 
Alan Pitts, Truth Chemical Co., Abernathy
Tommy Brandenberger, Migl F & G, Hallettsville  
Darin Hofferichter, Wilbur-Ellis Co., China Springs
Don Barry, Winfield Solutions LLC, Edinburg
Linda Hlavinka, Helena Chemical Co., East Bernard
Brad Locke, Crop Production Services, College Station
Tony Savage, Helena Chemical Co., Bardwell
Jimmy Schulz, United Agricultural Cooperative, El Campo
Todd Smith, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Round Top
Jason Veesart, ChemNut, Lubbock
Cord Willms, Terral Seeds, El Campo 

Manufacturers
Bob Fisherkeller, BASF Corp., Hurst
Charlie Grymes, DuPont Ag Products, Inez 
Noble Laminack, Bayer CropScience, San Angelo
Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Bishop
Ken Mull, Martin Resources, Lubbock
John Oppelt, Castroville
Scott Piercy, Poole Chemical Co., Lubbock
Sean Wells, American Plant Food, Arlington

Allied Industries
Scot Coleman, A&L Plains Ag Lab, Lubbock
Doug Heck, Warren Cat, Lubbock

TAIA Leadership
2012 Committee Leaders
Administration Committee
Ch: Tommy Brandenberger, Migl F & G, Hallettsville  
Co: Scott Johnson, Intrepid Potash, Denver, CO  

Communications Committee
Ch: Zandy Goode, Gavilon, Lorena  
Co: James Hopkins, Agrium U.S. Inc., Canyon

Conference Committee
Ch: Linda Hlavinka, Helena Chemical Co., East Bernard
Co: John Oppelt, Castroville

Governmental Affairs Committee
Ch: Randy Stephens, SureGrow Ag Prod., Comanche  
Co: Todd Smith, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Round Top

Membership/Marketing Committee 
Ch: Scott Johnson, Intrepid Potash, Denver, CO              
Co: Mark Hebert, Simplot Grower Solutions, Hempstead

Nominating Committee
Ch: Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Bishop
Co: Mark Hebert, Simplot Grower Solutions, Hempstead

Regional Committees

Dumas Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: James Hopkins, Agrium U.S. Inc., Canyon  
Co: Kenneth Mull, Martin Resources, Lubbock

El Campo Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Jimmy Schulz, United Agricultural Cooperative, 
El Campo
Co: Joe Martinez, Bayer CropScience, San Antonio  

Lubbock Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Scott Piercy, Poole Chemical Co., Lubbock
Co: Scot Coleman, A & L Plains Ag Lab, Lubbock

Rio Grande Valley Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: Benny Martinez, Dow AgroSciences, Kingsville
Co: Juan Zamora, Wilbur-Ellis Co., Edinburg

Salado Regional Meeting Committee
Ch: John Oppelt, Castroville
Co: Mark Hebert, Simplot Grower Solutions, Hempstead
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TEXAS AG INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
145 West Travis
La Grange, TX 78945

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Calendar of Events

  

TAIA MEMBERS 

Have you received your 2012 
Directory?

Have you sent in your 2012 
dues? 

 
Have you requested your 2012 

Compliance Posters?

   Presorted 
Standard 

U.S. Postage Paid 
La Grange, TX 
Permit No. 26

August 1 - 3 
TAIA Summer Meeting 

Fredericksburg, TX

December 6 & 7 
2012 Texas Plant Protection Conference 

Brazos Center, Bryan, TX

  January 22 - 24, 2013                     
TAIA Annual Conference                         

Addison,TX  

July 31 - August 1 
CCA Exam Training 

La Grange, TX 

August 3 
CCA Exam 

La Grange, TX

May 15 
Lubbock Regional Planning  

Committee Meeting 
Lubbock, TX

May 16 
Dumas Regional Planning  

Committee Meeting 
Amarillo, TX

May 17 
El Campo Regional Planning 

Committee Meeting 
Wharton, TX


